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An Aspect of Karma Emphasized in the Divyiivadiina 
and its Background 
Satoshi Hiraoka 
J忌taka, or stories about the former lives of the Buddha, is easy to define from its style 
and contents; however there are some problems regarding this genre of Buddhist literature 
when considering the generation of such stories. On the other hand, when considering the 
definition of A vad忌na,no scholar has yet given a convincing definition for it. One reason is 
that narratives called A vad忌naare actually diverse and lack consistency. Consequently, it is 
almost impossible to find a singular characteristic common to al the A vad加 as. Any 
Buddhist text is intertwined with many-elements, and one definition is not adequate to 
explain completely what type of text it actually is. However, there is one subject that can 
be found in many of the A vad加 atexts. The topic is that of karmic causation which 
explains the present suffering (or pleasure) by the bad (or good) deed in the past, or 
which explains the suffering (or pleasure) in the future by the bad (or good) deed of the 
present. 
Having undergone various changes through the long history of Indian Buddhism, the idea 
of karma has many aspects. Among them is the classification of karma into three types, 
namely black, white, and mixed karma of black and white. In this paper I will examine 
which karma among these three was emphasized in the Divyavadana , a collection of 
narrative literature of unknown date. Through this examination I determine that the 
emphasis in this particular text was put on the mixed karma. 
It is quite obvious and understandable that bad (or good) karma causes suffering (or 
pleasure). Therefore the problem arises when one creates both bad as well as good karma, 
namely the mixed karma in his lifetime. The text explains that one must experience both 
suffering and pleasure as a result of bad and good karma. In other words, both cannot 
cancel each other out, or bad karma is not offset by good karma. It is surmised from this 
fact that the corruption of precepts might have become a subject of discussion in those days 
in India as has been already pointed out by Professor Hir品目wa.Narratives dealing with the 
mixed karma would be compiled with the intention of putting a brake on moral backsliding, 
emphasizing that bad karma is never offset by good karma. 
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